SOCIETIES 


Reformation of Manners, 


AT 


St. Maryle-Bow, 


Monday Ks _ 16th, 1726. 


By the Right a Father in Gov, 
uo 1h * of E L 2. K 


— * : — N 4 8 : ** 


LONDON: 


Printed and Sold by Jos EH Downins, in 
Barrholmow-Clye near We n 


M. pcc.xxviI. 


= 

F EN „r * a, 
, $1 18 
83 F 1 . . v4 # 


who * 4s 


ES TT, r e 


2 <4 
* — 
ö * : 
* . n 1 4 


— 
8 * 
N * 

* 7 " - = 
6% 4 * "x N 3 
: - * 4 
— 2 YE * 
C4 * * , 


4-6-4 
. 
4 
* 

% 

4 


- 
— 7 .. 
— 
- 
. 
: 
—» - 
— 2 


* 4 
. 4 
; 
* 
: * 
— 
* 
f 9 8 
| * 
# 6 
CY * * Þ 8 * 
* _ 
z 
. 
. 
* 
* ©. * wy 
7 
2 
; 93 
* 
* 8 
reer een e ** 


* ” 9 
1 
AY % * 1 — 
. N 
1 
A ws aw an "I i . 


N Lite 5 e e tr — sf 6b. net 1 0 © 


we — 
— 
? 3 - 5 
7 a * 
* 70 
* v- - 
„„ * . 
* : 
. « I . 
Ss 1 $ 43 «4 $4 $ 
. 
— 


Aud "IIS 10 l 5 the un- 
fruitful Works 1 Deve, oY 


rather reprove them. 


I. Paul having Canverted the Ephe- 
Haus to the Chriſtian Faith, and 
thereby brought them from that 
dark and fad State of Ignorance, 
and Sin, and Wickedneſs, wherein 
they had lived while they were Heathens, was 
greatly deſirous that they ſhould now leave 
51 their old vicious Habits, and lead their 
Lives ſuitable to that Holy Religion, to the 
Knowledge of which they bad been called, by 
the abundant Mercy and Compaſſion of God 
towards them, Chap. ii. at the Beginning. 
As very well knowing, that unleſs they did ſo, 
their Converſion to Chriſtianity would be of 
little Stead to them, they might een as well 

have continued Heathens ſtill. _ 
WHEREFORE, being now a Priſoner at 
Rome, and ſo not able to come to them in 
Perſon, he ends this Epiſtle to them by V 
chicus, wherein he earneſtly beſecc hes pf ooh 
that they would Oo worthy of that boly 
Voca- 


4 A SERMON preached to the Societiss 
Vocation wherewith they were called, Chap. 
iv. 1. And particularly in this Chapter, where- 
of my 'Text is a part, charges them, that thoſe 
impure and abominable Practices, in which 
they had formerly lived, be not now ſo much 
as once named, or heard of any more amon 
them, v. 3, 4. In their dark and Heathen 
State, it was indeed no Wonder that they 
were guilty of them, but now they are Light 
in the Lord, and therefore ought to walk as 
Children of Light, v. 8. Being now enlight- 
ned by the Chriſtian Religion, they ought by 
no Means to live any longer like Heathens, in 
the Practice of the Works of Darkneſs; but to 
let all Moral and Divine Vertues, that is, an 
univerſal Righteouſneſs, ſhine in their Con- 
verſation, as Things moſt agreeable to the 
Divine Will, and by the habitual Practice 
whereof alone they could approve themſelves 
unto God. For the Fruit of the Spirit, ſays 
he, V. 9. is in all Goodneſs, and Righteouſneſs, 
and Truth. 'Theſe are the genuine Fruits of 
the Holy Spirit of God, by which you are 
nov enlightned, and which you ought to bring 
forth, and make appear in the Sight of all 
Men, that they ſeeing your Good Works, may 
glorify your Father which is in Heaven. © 
Bor then, knowing moreover, how dan- 
gerous it is for thoſe who are convinc'd of 
their Duty, and do deſign to live in Obedience 
to it, to converſe in a wicked World, where 
they would often meet with Temptations from 
others, to be Partakers with them in their 
wicked Practices; he proceeds further in the 
Verſe of my Text, to guard them againſt the 
ate Pas Yao: 4 + Mints ee 
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evil Influence of others, by. adviſing them to 
bave no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works. 
of Darkneſs, nor the Workers of them, but 
rather to ſhew their Abhorrence of them by 
reproumsg man. 

BEFORE I proceed to diſcourſe further on 
theſe Words, give me leave here to obſerve, 
that what the Apoſtle ſays to the Epbeſiaus, | 
he ſays to Us alſo, and to all other Chriſtians 
whatſoever ; who, "from our Profeſſion of Chri- 
ſtianity, are all under the fame Obligations 
to Holineſs of Life our ſelves, and to promote 
it in others alſo, to the utmoſt of our Power. 
Have no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works of 
Darkneſs, but rather reprove them. 

IN this Advice of the Apoſtle are Two Parts, 
Both intending the ſame Thing, the Diſcoun- 
tenancing and Diſcouraging of Vice, though 
expreſs'd in a different Manner, © 
Taz Firſt Negatively, Have no Fellowſhip 

with the unfruittul Works of Darkneſs. Be 
not Partakers with other Men in them, ſhew 
no Approbation of them, by . conſenting to 
them, or conniving at them, or pleading in 
the Behalf of them, or eſpecially by joyning 
with them in the ſinful Practice of them. 
Tur Second Poſitively, but rather reprove 
them. Diſcountenance them as much as you 
can, by plainly, but prudently,declaring againſt 
them ; diſcredit and ſhame them by your own 
excellent Example to the contrary ; check and 
hinder them, as much as is in your Power, by 
your Authority ; or if that will not do, endea- 
vour to bring thoſe, who are notoriouſly guilty 
of them, to a due Puniſhment for them. 


FROM 
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ON RO NM this Ex lication of the Words, wo. 
ſee, that Both of them do aim at the ſame" 
'Thing ; and therefore I ſhall joyn the Conſi- 
deration of them Both' together: "And then the 
Propoſition, which . I Tal crave Leave to 
draw from them, and entertain this preſent 
Audience with, is This: ] 

FRA 3.10 ; reprove, Alt endebageg and 
diſcourage Vice, is a Work very worthy 1 
all Good Men to be employed in. 

Now the Method which I ſhall obſerve in 
diſcourſing thereupon, ſhall be q > "<meta 


FirP, I wilt produce ſome Reaſons for the | 
Proof of it. 


| Secondly, I ſhall hint at ſome of thoſe Ways 
Which ſeem moſt conducive to the. ef- 
feecting of fo good a Work. _ | 
| Thirdh, I ſhall conclude with an Exhorta- 
tion to thoſe worthy Perſons, who are 
at N engaged in this excellent Work. 


Hirt, I ſhall produce ſome Reaſons for the 
Proo 7 my Propoſition, That to reprove, dif. 
countenance, and diſcourage Vice, is a Work 
very worthy 'of all good Men to be employ d in. 
AND the Firſt Reaſon I ſhall produce for it, 
ſhall be drawn from the Evil Character, Which 
the Apoſtle, here in my Text, gives of all Sin- 
ful Practices: Firſt, he calls them Works of 
Darkneſs, and Secondly, Unfruitful Works. . 
Firſt, He calls 1922 Wirks of Darkneſs. 
Under this Character, all manner of Sinful and 
icked Practices, are frequently ſet out to us 

in the Holy Scriptures, for which ſeveral I: 
ons 


„ „ 
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ſons. may be aſſigned. As firſt, Darkneſs is 
4 Thing very u — and uncomfortable 
to Mankind; they that walk therein are ex- 
poſed, to many and great Miſchiefs, which 
the Benefit of Light frees them from the Dan- 
555 of; and therefore the Spirit of God has 

'd this Character, & Works of Darkneſs, upon 
all wicked Practices, to make them more odious 
to us. Hence, Prov. iv. 19. it is ſaid, The 
May of the Wicked is as Darkneſs, they know 
not at' what they ſtumble. Then again, they 
are called Works of Darkneſs, in Oppoſition 
to Works of Piety and Holineſs, which are in 
Scripture called Light; ſo our Saviour adviſes, 
Let your. Light, that is, your Good Warks, pine 
50 575 Men, Matt. v. 16. So alfo ſays St. Paul, 
Rom. xili. 12. Tet us caſt of the or bs of | 
Darkneſs,” all evil Deeds, and put on the Ar- 
mour of Light, that iS. walk erh, Yighte- 
ouſly, and godly,.. being cloathed with all. 
Chriſtian Vertues and Graces, which are called 
the Armour of Light; and good Men 475 
called 7he Children of Light, Luke xvi. 8. 
Then again, the Vileneſs 2510 Fab outet 
of Sinful Practices, do uſually make thoſe wo 

are guilty of f them, to, avoid the Light, and 
| 70 Nek for Privacy and Darkneſs to commit 
9 — in. The Light would ſhame them, and 
put them into Confuſion. Hence ſays St. John, 
Th. ili. 19. Men love "Darkneſs rather than 
Light, becauſe their. Deeds are Evil. Then 
5. ain, as they proceed from the Temptations 
of Satan, rg Prince. of Datkneſs ; who by 
'bis.cunning Deluſions, Wiles, and Stratagems, 
is ed eng. Miſts before. the Eyes of 


Sin- 


* 
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Sinners, and blinding their Underſtandings, 
that they may not ſee their Folly, nor per- 
ceive their Danger, that he may the more 
eaſily hurry them headlong into the Pit of 


Deſtruction. And, laſtly, Sinful and wicked 


Practices, are juſtly called Works of Darkneſs, 
inaſmuch as they do ultimately tend to Eter- 
nal Darkneſs, by the juſt Judgment of God 
upon thoſe, who have been guilty of them, 


and have not heartily repented of them. 


Secondly, As a further Addition to the Bad- 
neſs of their Character, they are called un- 


fruitful Works of Darkneſs. . The Word in the 


Original is 2 res, Which, does indeed ſignify 
unfruitful ; but then in this Place, ſomething 
more is generally thought to be intended by 
it, 1s. that the Works of Darkneſs are un- 


profitable, (as all unfruitful Things are) per- 


nicious and. deſtructivę to all thoſe that practiſe 


* 1, nn -_ 3 2 v4 1 19 Aa Ju 
them. It being a Figure uſed in many Places 
of Scripture, where ſomething more is intended 


than is expreſsd ; as Rom. i. 28. where it is 
ſaid, that God gave up the Heathen, who 


liked not to retain him in their Knowledge, to 
do thoſe Things which are not convenient ; not 


barely unſeemly, but ſuch as are. very. groſs, 


abominable, and ſcandalous, and hurtful, So 


here, when the Works of Darkneſs are called 


unfruitſul Works, the Apoſtle does thereby in- 


tend to ſignifie to us, the exceeding, miſchie- 


vous Nature of them. They do, indeed pro- 
duce Fruits, but ſuch as bring no Profit, nor 


yield any Comfort and Satisfaction to 17 4 


that enjoy them. J/hat Fruit, ſays the ſame 


Apoſtle to the Romans, now Converted to the 


for REFORMATION of MANNERS. 9 
Chriſtian Faith. bad ye in thoſe Things, thoſe 
abominable Iniquities, committed in your Un- 
converted State, whereof ye are new aſhamed ? 
Rom. vi. 21. for the End of thoſe Things is 
Death. 25 


MN are apt to propoſe to themſelves great 
Pleaſure or Profit by their Sins, which makes 
them ſo eager on the Commiſſion of them; 
but alas! they find all their Expectations from 
them miſerably deluded and diſappointed at 
laſt. This is elegantly expreſs'd in the Book 
of Wiſdom, Chap. v. 14. The Hope of the 
Unzodlhy, i. e. the Expectation they conceive of 
Profit from their evil Works, 7s lie Duſt that 
is blown away with the Mind, like a thin 
Froth that is driven away with the Storm, it 
is eaſily diſperſt, and is no where to be found 
afterwards. There is no ſolid Benefit, no real 
laſting Profit to be got by them. Thoſe Sins, 
which are thought to be moſt advantagious, 
when all Accounts are caſt up, appear at laſt 
to be quite otherwiſe. Many uneaſy Thoughts 
do uſually attend the Contrivance for them, 
Fear of Diſcovery, Shame and Confuſion do 
follow them. 'They are a Diſhonour to our 

| Natures, as we are Reaſonable Beings, and a 
| Reproach to our Underſtanding, and therefore 

muſt needs fit very untowardly and uneaſily 
on the Minds of thoſe who give themſelves up 
to the Practice of them. They cannot reflect 
upon them with any Satisfaction afterwards, 
when they conſider, as their abuſed Con- 
ſciences will force them to do ſometimes, that 

55 _ . 
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they render them odious to a Holy God, in- 
famous to others, and loathſome to themſelves. 
And if they conſider the Conſequences of them, 
the diſmal Puniſhment threaten d to them in 
another World, which they cannot for their 
Lives but be ſadly afraid of ſometimes, when 
Sickneſs ſeizes them, or Death approaches; how 
confounding then are the 'Thoughts of them ! 
when they do not know, but, have great 
Reaſon to fear, that they will end in eternal 
Darkneſs, in Deſpair and Miſery for ever 
and ever; and would then give all the World 
for the leaſt Glimpſe of Hope that they will 
not do ſo. 
FooLi1sH Sinners and antril ! that can be 
content to leave the plain and pleaſant Paths 
of Righteouſneſs, that lead to everlaſting. 
Light and Joy, to follow the Guidance 0 
the Prince of Darkneſs, whole greateſt Delight 
it is, to tempt them into the intricate and 
obſcure Ways of Sin, that he may lead them 
blindfold into eternal Ruine! That can, be 
willing to forſuke God, their beſt Friend, 
zohoſe Service is perfett Freedom, to be the 
Drudges and Slaves of their raten Enemy 
the Devil, whoſe only Aim and Endeavour it 
is, to make all thoſe miſerable for ever, who. 
will be ſubject unto him! That can be. per- 
ſwaded to venture the Loſs of all the un⸗ 
ſpeakable endleſs, Felicities * Glorięs of vi | 
other World, for the Sake of enjoying the. 


vain, ſhort, unprofitable, fl ONES 
this Wo PM 


« 


Now 
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Nov ſince all Vieious Practices are thought 
by the Apoſtle to deferve no better a Cha- 


racer, than to be ſtyled the wnfrnirful Works 
of Darkneſs, the Works by which Satan, who 


is the Prince of Darkneſs, ſupports his Empire 
in the World, in Oppoſition to the Kingdom 
of God, which is a Kingdom of Holinefs and 
Righteouſneſs, and does thereby do vaſt Mifc 
chief to the Souls of Men, thoſe precious, in- 


valuable, and immortal Souls, for which Chriſt. 


died; and for the Deſtruction of which Works, 


the Eternal Son of God was manifeſted ; to 
diſcover, prevent, diſcountenance, and dif- 


courage Theſe, muſt needs be a Work very 


worthy of all good Men to be employed in. 


They hereby have the Honour of being, in 
ſome Sort, Workers with Chriſt, in the ſame 
_ glorious Work, which He came down from 
Heaven to ſet forward, is, the beating down 


and deſtroying that Power, which the Devil 
had uſurped over Mankind. They hereby do 


help to exalt the Kingdom of God and his 
Chriſt in the World, and: to further the Sal- 
vation of many Souls, which, by the Practice 


of the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, would be 


in Danger of being irrecoverably loſt and un- 
done for ever. FF 

Secondly, God is greatly diſhonoured in the 
World, by theſe unfruitt: ul Wor ks of Darkneſs ; 


and therefore to prevent, difeountenance, and 


diſcourage them, muſt needs be a Work wor- 


thy of all good Men to be employed in. 


There is nothing certainly would ſo much pro- 
mote the Honour and Glory of God in the 
| B 2 World, 
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World, as a General Practice of true and ſin- 
cere Piety and Goodneſs therein. The bleſſed 
Effects, which all Mankind would receive 
from it, in their „ingle, and in their ſoczal 
Capacities, could not fail but to open the 
Mouths of all Men in Praiſes and 'Thank{- 
givings to that gracious Being, who had given 
ſuch excellent Diſpoſitions unto Men, whereby 
the Goodneſs and Happineſs of every one 
would be ſo greatly promoted. _ Fr 

'The Proſpect of that happy State, which 
the bleſſed Angels knew was deſign'd to be 
promoted by the Coming of the Son of God 
into the World, did fo tranſport thoſe glo- 
rious Spirits,, that a great Number of them 
joyned, with the Angel that came to give No- 
tice of his Birth, in Rejoycing and Singing 
_ Praiſes unto God, ſaying, Glory to God inthe 
higheſt, and on Barth Peace, Good Will to- 
wards Men. And when this bleſſed State, thus 
deſign'd, ſhall more fully take Place in the 
World, of which there are many glorious 
Things ſaid. in the Word of God, and we hope 

are not far from having their Completion, 
though the Appearances of Things at preſent: 
are not very favourable to it; then will 
more plainly be made appear to all Mankind, 
how conducive to their Happineſs the ſincere 
Practice of Piety and Vertue, by all Degrees 
and Ranks of Men, will be: When. they. 
| ſhall ſee and feel, by daily Experience, what: 
4 bleſſed Change, a true Spirit of Religion, 
ſettled in the Hearts of Men, and exerted in 
all the beneficent Exerciſes of it, ſhall have 


made 
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made in the World. And then, how will the 
Name of God be glorified in the World, and 


his Praiſes continually celebrated by thofe, 


who ſhall be ſo happy as to ſee and feel 


themſelves encompaſs'd with ſuch Bleſſings on 


cvery Side? How ſhould the Conſideration 


of that happy State, which the World will 


then be in, make all good Men fervent in 


their Prayers to God, that he would baſten it 
in his Time ? e 

Bor, in the mean Time, till it ſhall pleaſe 
God, by his all-wiſe and good Providence, to 
bring about that happy Change in the World, 
They, who in a perverſe and crooked Gene- 
ration, do uſe their beſt Endeavours to put 
a Stop to the ſpreading Infection of Atheiſm, 
Prophaneneſs and Irreligion, of Falſbood, Fraud, 


In juſtice, Intemperance, and abominable Un- 


cleanneſ(s, thoſe Works of Darkneſs, thoſe Scan- 
dals to all Religion, whereby God's Holy 
Name is greatly diſhonoured, his moſt righ- 
teous Laws ſet at naught and deſpiſed, and 
the Deſign of our Blefled Saviour, in Coming 
into the World; as much as lays in the Power 
of wicked Men, is ſubverted and defeated ; 
They, who by all the prudent Methods that 


a due Senſe of the Honour of God, and a 


zealous Concern for the Good of Souls, can 
ſuggeſt, do labour to reform and amend a 
Wicked World, and to bring true Chriſtian 
Piety and Vertue into Reputatian and Practice 
again, which have been ſo long treated with 
Scorn and Contempt; They, I ſay, who are 


engaged in a Work, ſo acceptable to God, 
2 5 ; | and 
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and ſo' beneficial to Men, are certainly en- 


gaged in a Work very worthy of all good 
Men to be employed in. All who — a 


Regard for the Honour of God, muſt love, 


eſteem, and value them, and wiſh them Suc- 
ceſs therein; and they may likewiſe aſſure 
themſelves, that God will greatly reward them 
for it hereaſter. 

Thirdly, The Practice of theſe amnfruitful 
Works of Darkneſs, does greatly endanger the 
bringing down God's Judgments upon thoſe 
Nations who are guilty. of it; and therefore to 
prevent, diſcountenance, diſcourage and re- 
prove it, muſt needs be a Work worthy of all 
Good Men to be employ'd in. Though God 
be Gracious and Merciful, Long-ſuffering, and 
of great Goodneſs, and does not affiitt willingly, 
but delights to exerciſe Loomg-kindneſs in the 


Earth; yet when wicked Men have long 


abuſed his Patience, to the Encreaſe of their 
Sins; when his Goodneſs, that ſhould have 
led them to Repentance for them, has ſtill 
harden'd them more and more in them; when 
the crying Sins of a Nation are come to the 
Height, when their Iniquities are full and ripe 
ee then is God wont to proceed 

to Puniſh them, and that ſo much the more 
ſeverely, the longer their Puniſhment has been 
delayed. He makes. them ſmart once at laſt 
for all their Sins, that have been heaped up 
during the whole Time of his Patience towards 
them. 'This he has over and over declared in 
dane, ſhall be his Method of Dealing with 
obſtt- 
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obſtinate and incorrigible Sinners, and thus has 
he proceeded accordingly. © 

Or this, the Old World is a ſad Inſtance ; 
which growing worſe and worſe under his 
long Forbearance, he was at laſt provoked to 
deſtroy it with an Univerſal Deluge. For the 
ſame Reaſon, the abominable filthy Inhabitants 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the Cities about 
them, when they were grown fo univerſally 
wicked, that Ten righteous Perſons could not 
be found in them, to turn away the Anger 
of God, that he might not deſtroy them, 
then. were they overthrown in a moſt dread- 


ful Manner by Fire and Brimftone from Hea- 
ven, and are ſet forth for an Example, fſuf- 


fering the Vengeance of eternal Fire, Jude vii. 
Of this, his own choſen, and once beloved 
People, the Fees; are a ſtanding Memorial. God 
bore with their Iniquities a long Time, calling 
them often and often by his Prophets to Re- 
pentance and Amendment of their evil Doings; 
but when all his Mercies were thrown away 
upon them; when no Warnings, no Entreaties 
could reclaim them, but they would go on 


to add Sin unto Sin, till they had filled np 


the Meaſure of their Iniquities, then did God 
pour forth his Fury upon them, and punifh 
them in ſuch a Manner, as never any Nation 


in the World before was puniſhed; and they 
are the laſting Monuments of his Vengeance 


to this very Day. + Eu 
ArrER the like Manner, many have been, 


and ſtill will be, the Judgments of God upon 
the Workers of Iniquity, upon ſuch as take 
. De- 
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16 A SERMON preached. to the Societies 
Delight in he anfruitful Works of Darkneſs to 
do them, and will not, by all God's Diſpen- 
ſations of Mercy, Patience, and Forbearance 
towards them, be prevailed with to reform 
and amend their evil Doings. God is never 
at Peace with the Ungodly and Prophane ; 
He is angry with the Wicked every Day, 
Pſal. vii. 11. And his Judgments are always 
ready to be poured out upon them, when he 
ſees a fit Time and Occaſion for it, though 
he may for a while defer the Execution of 
them. He has always at Hand Plagnes, Fa- 
mine, and Peſtilence, Storms and Tempeſts, and 
other Inſtruments of his Fury, to be the Exe- 
cutioners of his Wrath upon a finful and 
unrepenting People ; and therefore they can 
never be ſecure, but that he may in a Mo- 
ment, when they leaſt think of them, ſend 
them forth upon them. 112 
Ho ſhould theſe Things put Us, of this 
Nation, in Mind of what we have deſerved 
from the Hands of God? There is not any 
other Nation under Heaven at this Day, 
which has more. Reaſon to rejoyce and bleſs 
God, for the Mercies and Bleſſings it has long 
enjoyed by his good Providence over it, than 
this of ours has. But if we come to conſider, 
what Returns we have made to him, for all 
theſe Mercies and Bleſſings ſo plentifully be- 
ſtow'd upon us, from Time to Time, by our 
great Benefactor: Here, indeed, we ſhall find 
a ſad Account, ſuch a one, as the Thought 
of it may very juſtly cover us with Confuſion, 
and make us rather fear, leſt God ſhould pour 
„ down 
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down his Judgments upon ſo ungrateful a 
People, than continue to us the Bleſſings we 
do already enjoy. _ X e 

For what has been our Behaviour, under 
all theſe Mercies on God's Part, but continual 
Provocations on ours? When inſtead of that 
Seriouſneſs and Zeal in Religion, which have 
formerly been thought almoſt natural to the 
Temper of the People of this Nation, it be- 
ing ſo conſtantly found in them, we ſeem to 
have very near loſt all Decency and Reſpect 
to Sacred Things, and may, I fear, compare 
with any of our Neighbour Nations, for 
Prophancneſs and Immorality, for Diſſulute- 
neſs and Luxury, Pride and Vanity, Intem- 
perance and Uncleanneſs, Falſhood, Lying, and 
Perjury, Diſſmulation and Ingratitude. And 
what can we expect will be the Iſſue of 
theſe Things? May we not juſtly fear, that 
God will be avenged on ſuch a Nation as 
this ? Surely we have the greateſt Reaſon 
ſo to do; ſince he is a God jealous of his 
Honour, and who, though he bears long with 
an ungrateful People, to ſee whether they 


will conſider, and return, and repent ; yet 


will he not always ſuffer his Goodneſs to be 
affronted, and his Patience deſpiſed, without 
taking Notice of it. And who ſhall be able 


to ſtand before him, when he is angry e 


How greatly then are thoſe good Men to be 
_ eſteemed and valued, who taking theſe Things 


into their ſerious Conſideration, 'and' dread- 


ing the Judgments of God, do their beſt 
Endeavours to diſcountenance and diſcourage 
| 55 .C Sin- 


— — il 
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Sinners from their evil Ways, that they may 
be reclaimed and amended from them, and 
thereby God's Anger may be turned away, 
that we periſh not ? | 


AN p fo I come to the Second Thing I pro- 
poſed, vis. To hint at ſome of thoſe Ways, 
which ſeem moſt conducive to the effecting 
of ſo good a Work. 7 75 

AND here I might name ſeveral ; but con- 
fidering with my felf, how many excellent 
Advices of this Kind have, in a Courſe of 
many Years, been given to thoſe worthy Per- 
ſons who form the Soctetics for Reformation 
of Manners, I will crave Leave only juſt to 
remind them of Three Things, which ſeem 
to me always proper to be obferved by all 
thoſe, who are engaged in a Deſign of this 
Nature ; and they are Theſe following. 

Firſt, That they be more particularly carc- 
ful, to ſhew a Good Example of Holineſs in 
their own Lives, 5 
Secondly, That they endeavour, as much as 
they can, in Chartty and Prudence, to further 
a vigorous Execution of the Laws, againſt thoſe 
who are notorioufly guilty of Immora/ity and 
Prophaneneſs. | "Mn 

Thirdy, That they frequently and hear- 
tily addreſs themfelves to God in Prayer, 
for his Favour and Bleſſing on their En- 
deavours. CCCVVVVVT amabnle 
Fit, They who are engaged in à Deſien 
of this Nature, muſt be more particularly 

careful, to ſhew a good Example of Bain 
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in their own Lives. Good Example is the 
moſt eaſy and inoffenſive Way of tegehing 
others to be Good, and to avoid Evil. It 
fhews Men both the Poſſibility and Practica- 
bleneſs of the Thing, and the Excellency of 
it, and does nothing to raiſe the Reſentments 

or Paſhons of Men againſt thoſe that a& 
in this Manner. For every Body approves and 
eſteems the Lovelineſs of a Good Example. 
There is ſomething in it that charms Men 
into a liking of it, even when they do not 
care to be at the Pains of following it; 
and it raiſes no Envy nor Anger againſt it, as 
ens Reproofs, and even Perſwaſions will do 
ſometimes, though they are adminiftred in 
the moſt tender and obliging Manner that 
“VVV 
"Tris is the Way whereby the Son of God 
himſelf, the Wiſdom of the Father, and the 
moſt jnoffenſ{ive Perſon that ever was in the 
World, choſe to recommend the Practice of 
Righteouſneſs to the World, when he came 
into it to deſtroy the Works of the Deoll. 
He condeſcended to give us, in his own Per- 
ſon, a bright and ſhining Example, of all the 
moſt difficult Parts of that Righteouſneſs, 
which he recommended to us by his divine 
Precepts, By this did the Apoſtles of our 
Lord, following herein the Example of their 
great Maſter, convert the World to Holi- 
neſs, no leſs than by their Preaching. Even 
their Miracles themſelves had been fruitlefs 
and ineffectual, to all the Intents and Pur- 
poſes of Conviction, had they not been at- 
. ET tended 
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tended with the moſt powerful. Example in 
their own holy Lives, which no Malice could 
gainſay nor reſiſt. And even now, they that 
would bring over others to Holineſs and 
Goodneſs, muſt let the Beauty and Excellency 
of them appear in their own conſtant Good 
Example. All other Means of Amending 
and Reforming the World, without this at- 
tending them, will rather hinder than pro- 
mote the Progreſs of that Excellent Work. 
For it is when Men let the Light of their 
own Good Works ſhine before Men, that they 
do moſt effectually recommend the Excellency 
of Piety and Vertue to others, and provoke 
them to follow them in the ſame. But if 
Men perceive them to be faulty and vicious 
| in their own Practices, they will eſteem them 
1 to be no better than Deceivers, who have 
1 ſome other not [audable End in their View, 
2 when they would perſwade them to That, 
which they have no Regard to themſelves : 
And fo their whole Endeavcurs, though never 
ſo praiſe-worthy in themſelves, would be loſt 

upon them, and ſignify nothing. ane 
Secondly, Another excellent Thing to be 
done by thoſe who are engaged in this De- 
/ien of diſcouraging Sin, and promoting Ho- 
lineſs in the World, is to effdeavour, as much 
as they can in Charity and Prudence, to 
further a vigorous Execution of the Laws, 
againſt thoſe who. are notoriouſly guilty of 
Immorality and Prophaneneſs. It was an 
Obſervation long ſince made by the wiſe King 
Solomon, That becauſe Sentence againſt an 
. ; Evil 
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Evil Work is not executed ſpeedily, therefore 
the Hearts of the Sons of Men are fully ſet 
in them to do Evil. And from a due Senſe 
of the Truth of this Maxim, all wiſe States 
and Governments have ever thought it ne- 
ceſſary to Enact Penal Laws for the Reſtraint 
of Vice and Wickedaneſs. The depraved Na- 
ture of Man, we know, is much more apt 
to be led by the Impreſſions of Senſe, than 
by the mature Judgment of the Underſtand- 
ing. When Men are made to ſmart ſeverely 
for their Iniquities, this will have a much 
greater Influence upon he Generality of Men, 
to reſtrain them from the Commiſſion of them, 
than all the wiſeſt Precepts and Rules of 
Vertue, though back' d with never ſo fair 
and reaſonable Perſwaſions, to engage them 
to the Practice of them. And this is a far 
greater Charity to Sinners, whatever they 
may think of it, when they are juſt under 
the Smart of Puniſhments, than to permit 
them to go on uncontroll'd and unpuniſh'd 
in their Sins. Theſe only afflict their Bodies 
for a while, in Order to bring them to a 
Senſe of their Duty, that they may repent 
and be ſaved. But conſtant Inpunity would 

endanger n both of their Souls 
and Bodies for ever in Hell. And this many 
hav c with Thankfulneſs afterwards, 
when they have come to conſider wiſely of 


+ 


their Preſent and Future Intereſt.  _ 
_ Even Almighty God himſelf, who beſt 
knows the Nature of Man, and what is moſt 
likely to prevail with him; and who can by 

| no 
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no Means be imagined to have any evil In- 
tention towards him; even He, I fay, has 
thought fit to threaten the ſevereſt Purh. 
ments to the Breaches of his Laws, to be a 
Terror to thoſe that offend ; and even to in- 
flict them in the moſt difmal Manner, when 
he has ſeen Occaſion for it, that is, when 
Sinners would not be reclatmed by his gentler 
Metmoeds. TOTS. FORE 7-4 * 
Ap therefore, when Wickedneſs is now 
grown fo rife in the World, and Iniquity has 
put on the TP ore s Forehead, and Sinners re- 
Fuſe to be aſhamed, as the Prophet ſpeaks, 
Fer. iii. 3. It is high Time for all Good 
Men to rife up and appear brave and reſo- 
lute in the Defence of Religion and Vertue, 
and to lend their Help towards oppoſing that 
Deluge of Impiety, which appears ready to 
overwhelm, us on every Side. And ſince bold, 
daring, and preſumptuous Sinners, ſeem to 
have -harden'd themſelves, againſt all other 
Means of reclaiming them, They ought to uſe 
their joynt Endeavours towards enforeing the 
Execution of thoſe Wife and Good Lats, 
Which have ordained ſuitable Puniſbments for 
notorious Offenders, and &ripes for the Backs 
f Fools, Thus, I fay, it, becomes all Good 
Men to be active and vigorous, where the 
'Honour of God, the Good of their Brethren's 
Souls, and the Welfare of the Society whereof 
they are Members, are fo nearly concerned. 
Bor then it muſt be owned, that this is a 
Duty more efpecially ' incumbent upon Ma- 
:giftrates.. The ſame Power which has _— 
: 1 
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the Penal Laws, has put into their Hands 25. 
Execution of them, and does flrictly require it 
from them; they being, as the ile Peak. 
appointed both by God and Man, Revengers 
to execute Wrath upon them that do Fel 
And therefore, when they are remiſs and. care- 
leſs in this important Part of their Duty, they 
are not only falſe to the Truſt repoſed in 
them, but they derive the Guilt of other 
Mens Sins upon themſelves, and moreover for- 
feit that Honour which would redound to them 
on ſeveral Accounts; As they would thereby 
ſhow their Zeal for the Honour of God, in not 
ſuffering egregious and crying Sins, whereby 
the Name of God is blaſphemed, to paſs with- 
out ſome ſevere and exemplary Punzſhment ; 
As they would help to humble and reclaim Of- 
fenders, who by Impunity are emboldned and 
hardned in Sin; As they would prevent many 
from being drawn into. Sin, when they. ſee 
what conſtant Severity of Puniſhment is impar- 
tially inflicted on others; As they would help 
to take away that Reproach, which would cer- 
tainly lay upon any People, where the grofleſt 
Sins are frequently committed, but ſeldom 
pu nilbed; and laftly, As they would Help to 
avert and keep back thoſe Jadgments of God, 
which may well be expected, where notorious 
Sins do not meet with Punjhments proper for 
 the:Reftraint.. of. theme 1. ht. 


As to be affiting, to theſe excellent Ends, 
will always be a Matter of true Honour to 
thoſe Worthy Magiftrates, who are conſeien- 
tious in the Diſcharge of their Duty in this 


22 A SERMON preached to the Societies 
no Means be imagined to have any evil In- 
tention towards him; even He, I ſay, has 
thought fit to threaten the ſevereſt Puniſh. 
ments to the Breaches of his Laws, to be a 
Terror to thoſe that offend; and even to in- 
fli& them in the moſt difmal Manner, when 
he has ſeen Occaſion for it, that is, when 
Sinners would not be reclaimed by his gentler 
Methods. 
Ap therefore, when Wickednefs is now 
grown ſo rife in the World, and Iniquity has 
put on the Pore Forehead, and Sinners re- 
fuſe to be aſhamed, as the Pro n ſpeaks, 
. iii. 3. It is high Time for all Good 
en to rife up and appear brave and reſo- 
lute in the Defence of Religion and Vertue, 
and to lend their Help towards oppoling that 
Deluge of Impiety, which appears ready to 
overwhelm, us on every Side. And ſince bold, 
daring, and preſumptuous Sinners, ſeem to 
have harden'd themſelves, againſt all other 
Means of reclaiming them, They ought to uſe 
their joynt Endeavours towards enforcing the 
Execution of thoſe Nie and Good Laws, 
. Which have ordained ſuitable Puniſb ment for 
þ notorious Offenders, and Seriper for the Backs 
| 'of Foofs, Thus, I fay, it, becomes all Good 
Men to be active and vigorous, where the 
Honour of God, the Good of their Brethren's 
| 'Souls, and the W elfare of the Society whereof 
MW they are Members, are fo nearly concerned. 
| Bor then it "muſt be owned, that this is a 
Duty more eſpecially incumbent. upon Ma- 
Cond The ſame Power which has * 
| Te 
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the Penal Laws, has put into their Hands 25 


Execution of them, and does firialy require it 
from them; they being, as the . 
appointed both by God and Man, Revengers 
to execute Wrath upon them that do Evil. 


And therefore, when they are remiſs and care- 


leſs in this important Part of their Duty, they 
are not only falſe to the Truſt repoſed in 
them, but they derive the Guilt of other 
Mens Sins upon themſelves, and moreover for- 
feit that Honour which would redound to them 


on ſeveral Accounts; As they would thereby 


ſhow their Zeal for the Honour of God, in not 
ſuffering egregious and crying Sins, whereby 
the Name of God is blaſphemed, to paſs with- 


out ſome ſevere and exemplary Puniſhment ; 


As they would help to humble and reclaim Of- 
_ fenders, who by Impunity are emboldned and 
hardned in Sin ; As they would prevent many 
from being drawn into Sin, when they. ſee 
what conſtant Severity of Puniſhment is impar- 
tially inflicted on others; As they would help 
to take away that Reproach, which would cer- 
tainly lay upon any People, where the grofleſt 
Sins are frequently committed, but ſeldom 
pu niſbed; and laſtly, As they would help to 
avert and keep back thoſe Fadgments of God, 
which may well be expected, where notorious 
Sins do not meet with Punyſhments proper for 
the Reftraint of them. AS. 


* ry 


As to be aſſiſting to theſe excellent Ends, 


. : 


will always be a Matter of true Honour to 


thoſe Worthy Magiſtrates, who are conſeien- 


tious in the Diſcharge of their Duty Wy this 
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Particular, and will give them a laſting Name, 
like unto that of Phineas, whoſe heroick Zeal 
in executing Judgment on two notorious Of- 
tenders, has given him- a Name better than of 
Sons and Daughters, a Name that will be re- 
corded with Honour, ſo long as: the Word of 
God it ſelf, in which it is written, ſhall re- 


main : So to be deficient in this Duty, when 


there are ſo many weighty Reaſons which re- 
quire it of them, and fo many excellent Ends 
to be ſerved by it, would be a Crime, at this 
Time eſpecially, when all ſober Men muſt own 
there is ſo much Occaſion for it, than which 
there cannot well be a greater. . 

IN Order to this, ſince this is a Work which 
cannot be performed by th Magiſtrates alone, 
it becomes them to give all imaginallè Encou- 
ragement to thoſe honeſt and conſcientious Good 
Men, who, out of a due Concern for the Ho- 


nour of God, and the Credit of Religion and 


Fertue in the World, are ready to expoſe them- 
ſelves to the Malice of Wicked Men, and wil- 
ling to take great Pains to ſearch into the 
hidden dark Retirements of Sin, that the ſe- 
cret as well as the more open and barefaced 
Offenders may be brought forth to reap the. 


Fruit of their Doings, in their deſerved Pu- 


do no more ſo wickedly. 
Thirdly, A third Thing proper to be done 
by all thoſe, who are engaged in a Dean of 


niſhments, that others may ſee+it and fear, and 


this Nature, is frequently and heartily to ad- 


dreſs themſelves to God in Prayer, for his 


Favour and Bleſſing on their Endeayours. 


Two 


$ 1} 
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Two of the Perizions of that moſt admirable 
Prayer, compoſed by our Lord himſelf, and 
recommended by him to our daily Practice, 
relate to this very Thing, that God's Name 
may be Hallowed, nd his Kingdom come, that 
is, may / proſper - and be eNbliſhed in the 
World, in Oppoſrion to That of the Prince of 
Darkneſ ſs. od Men may defign well, and 
labour bard to produce hehe deſired Effect, 
but it's God's Bleſſmie alone, that can give 
Succeſs to all their Fmndeavonrs. This the 
Holy Pſalmiſt has fuffeiently intimated to us, 
where he ſays, Except the Lord build the Houſe, 
their Labour is but loft that build it; except 
the Lord keep the City, the Watchman waketh 
but in vain, Pſal. cxxvii. 1. Unleſs it pleaſeth 
God, by his Grace, to co-operate with their 
Endeavours, the Work will go on but very 
ſlowly at the beſt, and perhaps at laſt come to 


nothing. Of him it muſt be devoutly and 


fervently ask'd by them that he would vouch- 
ſafe to open the Eyes of Sinners, and ſhew 
them the Things belonging to their Peace, before 
they are hidden from them ; that he would be 
pleas' d to touch their Hearts with a Senſe of 


their Folly, and of the Danger they are run- 


ning into by their evil Deeds. For though 
FSeverities may make the Offenders ſmart, yet 
will They not alone change their Hearts, 
nor Work" them into a thorough Reformation. 
05 hey may indeed help to ſoften their Hearts, 

prepare them to receive good Inſtructions, 
ail diſpoſe them to Repentance, but then it 
muſt be the Grace of I which muſt put the 
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finiſhing Stroke to the good Work, and en- 


tirely turn the Hearts i the * Diſovediew, to 
he Mann, of Op Juiſt. 


Anp ſo come to the Third and Laſt 
Thing which I propoſed, | to Conclude with 
an 1 

As for you, therefore, my Brethren, into 
whoſe Hoarts it hath pleaſed God to put it, to 
contribute your Endeavours to this excellent 
Work, of putting a Stop to the Growth of 
Immorality and Prophaneneſs, and to ſet for- 
ward a Reformation of Manners amongſt us; 
Let me, in the Name of God, earneſtly. be- 
ſeech you, not to be diſcouraged from pro- 
ceeding therein, by whatever injurious 'Treat- 
ment you may meet withal for ſo doing. 
Wicked Men do not care to be diſturbed in 
their evil Courſes, and the Prince of Darkneſs, 
that great Enemy of the Happineſs of Man- 
kind, will be ſure to joyn all his Power with 
theirs to oppoſe you therein. And therefore 
it will be no Wonder, if they raiſe Calumnies 
againſt you, and do maliciouſly inſinuate to 
the World, that it is more from ſome merce- 
nary baſe Ends of your own, that you have in 
your View, from a conceited buſy Temper of 
medling in other Peoples Matters, or from a 
proud Deſire of being thought better than 
your Neighbours, than from a true: Concern 
for the Honour of God, that you are engaged 
in this Undertaking, You know they have 
been Lyars from the Beginning. Our Bleſſed 
Saviour and his Apoſtles met with the ſame 


Treat- 
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Treatment, when they attempted to deſtroy 
the Mors c the Devil, by teaching the Ways 
of Righteouſneſs and Salvation to Mankind, 
They were deſpitefully | uſed, contemptuouſly 
reviled, and cruelly perſecuted, But ſtill they 
went on, and in ſpight of all Oppoſition, God 
working with them, they gained their Point, 
and the World was converted from Darkneſs 
and Idolatry, to Holineſs and to the Worſhip f 
of the true God. You are in, a much better 0 
Condition than they were in this one Reſpect; | 
They had the Powers of this World, who were | 
againſt them, to contend with; the Chief N 
Prieſts and the Rulers of the People were 
their bitter Enemies. Whereas you have the F k 
Countenance and Encouragement of our moſt IF 
excellent K ING, who has frequently, ſince he 
came to the Throne of theſe 3 . cauſed 
it to be given: in C harge: to thoſe in Aut hborit *, 
that they ſhould ſee to the Execution of, the 
Laws againſt Immorality and Prophaneneſs ; 
and you have the ſincere Wiſhes of all Good 
Men, for the Proſperity of your righteous. Un- 
dertaking. They that are for . you, are more 

than they that are - againſt jou. Even the 
Great God, and our Bleſſed Saviour, thoſe. ſin- 
cere Lovers of Souls, are certainly pleaſed. in 
| beholding your pious and charitable Endea- 
vours, to ſnatch unthinking and deſperate 
Souls from the very Brink of Deſtruction. And 
ſince the holy Angels do rejoyce at the Con- 
verſion of one Sinner, how much, may we 
imagine, muſt their Joy be encreaſed, to ſee 
great Numbers of egen Sinners, that were 
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in the high Road to Ruine, reformed and 
amended by your prudent Care; and by your 
charitable Concern for their Good and Safety, 
taught to be Holy and Wiſe and Happy For 
as great as the Numbers of the Wicked and 
Prophane ſtill are, it muſt be acknowledged 70 
your Honour, and to that of ſeveral worthy 
Magiſtrates, that by your Vigilance and Care, 
and their hearty' Concurrence with you in 
the Execution of the Laws againſs the Pro- 


 phane and Ungodly, great Checks have been 


put to the Encreaſe of them. F Bob 98 

No ought other Good Perſons, that have 
contributed to the maintaining of the Charity- 
Schools, and the Governours of them, go with- 
out their Share of juſt Praiſe and Commenda- 
tion on this Account. By the Means of which, 
notwithſtanding. all the Objections that have 
been made againſt them, either by Perſons 
peeviſhly diſpofed to find Fault, or elſe being 
evil-aﬀfeted to Religion it ſelf, are griev d to 
ſee it profper and flouriſh in the World; I ſay, 
notwithſtanding all the Objections which have 
been made againſt them, I do not doubt to 


affirm, that many, very many of "thoſe forty- 


nate Children, who have had their Education 


in them, and would otherwiſe have been in 
the 'greateſt Danger of being carried away in 
the common Stream of Ungodlinefs, to their 


| utter Ruine, (as other poor ignorant and neg- 


lected Children I fear too frequently have been) 
I ſay, many of them are now, by their Modeſty, 


Sobriety, and Virtue, and Diligence in their 


 Callings, great Ornaments to Religion, to the 


Pub- 
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Publicks and to the Plane: M their Edneation ; 
and 1 truſt will hereafter make n. i e 
1105 Number, in the general ly 

efled- Saints above. For Whigh | R 
cannot but expreſs it as my moſt sarne 
that ſo noble, ſo excellent, and ſo truly Chr 
ſtian a Deoſien,' may never be laid * 5 
long as there are poor ignorant Creatures. in 
the World to be taught and inſtructed, not- 
withſtanding fome ſmaller Inconyeniencies. cher 
it may poſſibly be artended with. . 

Write I joyn with great Numbers of Good 
Men in your juſt Praiſes, for the many excel. 
lent Seryices you have done, for the Honour of 
Goa, and for the Sale ef declining. Religion and 
Pertne ; Give me Deave, my Brethren, juſt to 
mention one Grent Scandal, worthy of Al Good 
Mens moſt ſerious IT houghts and moſt y igorous 
Endeavours to remove. N To; which if ſome 
imely Remedy be not applied, it Will go near 
to blaſt all pot the molt laudable Attempts, 
to further a Reformation l the meaner 
Sort of People; and that N the st Numbers 


of Shops for the ſelling of ſpifituous: Diguors, in 
every Corner of the Streets, being of late Years 


encreaſed to an amazing Number. 11 theſe are 
permitted to go on uncontrolled, it is impoſſi- 
ble for me to ſet forth to you the innumerable 
ill Conſequences that will attend it. When 
inſtead of that Diligence in their Callings, that 
 Sobriety and Vertus, which are yet to be found 
among many of them, nothing but Drunken- 
neſs, Uncieanneſs, Prophaneneſs, Diſhonefty, Cur- 
ſing and Swearing, Ungyoernabiowys, and what- 
ever 
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ever elſe has an ill Name, and ought to be 
dreaded by a wiſe People, as the Bane of Re- 
ligion and Good Manners; and even of Society 
itfolf, will in Timè obrrupt the Generality of 
them to ſuch a Degree, as will make it very 
diffcult ever to bring them to Sobriety and 
Temperance again, or to be ſo ſerviceable to 
the Publick, as they {till are. 

I moſt heartily wiſh, theretbrs, that ſome 
Cure could be found out for this great, and 
ſtill growing Evil, which every Body, who 
thinks ſeriouſly of theſe Matters, cannot but 
be ſenſible of the Neceſlity of. ( 

I, have nothing more now to add, but to 
recommend you, my Brethren, and all your 
moſt excellent Deſigns and Undertakin gs to the 
| Favour, Protection, and Bleſſing of Almighty 
God; and to pray that you, who have been 
the Infiruments of promoting his Glory in this 
World, may in his good Time be made Par- 
takers of his moſt gracious Promiſe, whereby 
he has aſſured us, that They, who turn many 
to Righteouſneſs, ſhall Mine Vike Bay os 1 5 
ever and cer. Amen. e 


Now to God the Father, . 
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The Two a Thien 


ACCOUNT. 


OF T HE 
PROGRESS made in | the 


Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 


And places adjacent, 


By the Societies for promoting 
a Reformation of Manners; © 


By Furthering the Execution of the Laws 
_ againſt Prophaneneſs and Immorality , 
and > other Chriſtian Methods, 


| H E Reaſonableneſs of Uiiting tn 175 
Societies, for the more efectual ; 

carrying on a Work of this 
ture, need not be farther proved, a ler | 
what has been ſaid with ſo much Advan- 
tage upon that Subject in the Annual Re- 
formation Sermons ; as one by the e | 


11 
Author of the hole Duty of Man, Who, in 
his Treatiſe of the Cauſes of the: Decay of 
Chriſtian Piety, hath this remarkable Paſ. 


ſage: The Scandal, ſaith he, brought upon. 
Religion, as it was not contratted by the I 
regularities of one or two Perſons, but by aſſo- 
ciated and common Crimes ; ſo neither will it 
be removed by a few ſingle and private Re- 
formations. There muſt be Combinations and 
publick Confederacies in Virtue, to ballance 
and counterpoiſe thoſe of Vice, or ſhe will ne- 
ver recover that Honour which ſhe acquired 

by the general Piety of her Profeſſors. 


'THANKs be to G op, many ſuch Combi- 
nations and publick Confederacies are now 
in Being, who make it a great Part of their 
Buſineſs to oppoſe aſſociated as well as par- 
ticular Offenders, _ ee eee 


Tut Societies for Reformation of Manners. 
are eminently of that Number: And the 
_ Uſefulneſs of ſuch Confederacies is viſible 
from what has been actually brought about 
by means of the ſaid Societies, far beyond 
what could have been hoped for from any. 
private Endeayours. . Multitudes, for. more 
than Thirty Nears aſt paſt, have been proſe- 

_ cuted, and puniſhed. according to Law, for 
lewd and ſcandalous Practices. Great Num- 
bers of Bawdy-Houſes, and other,diſorderly . 
Houſes, have been ſuppreſſed and ſhut up, 
and the Streets very much purged from the 

= REV 8 wretch- 


10 LF. 
wretched Tribe of Nizht-walkingProfiitutes, 
and moſt dereſtable Sodomites. Many young 
Men, taken, with lewd Women, have, by 
their being brought to timely Shame and 
Puniſhment, been diſcouraged, and turned 
(as we have Reaſon to hope) from follow- 
ing ſuch ſinful Courſes, which often cauſe 
them to defraud their Parents, Maſters, @c. 
and bring themſelves to utter Ruin. More- 
over, many 'Thouſands of good Books have 
been diſperſed by theſe Societies throughout 
the Kingdom, and put into the Hands of 
lewd and profane Perſons, to awaken them 
to a Senſe of their Sins. By theſe various 
Methods, many Perſons have, by the Bleſſing 
of Gop, been brought to a Senſe of their 
Sin and Danger; and tho they have at firſt 
been exaſperated againſt the Inſtruments of 
awakening them out of their dreadful Le- 
thargy, and ſtopping them in their ſinful 
Courſes; yet have they afterwards bleſſed 
God for their Recovery, and been heartily 
thankful to thoſe, who have been ſervice- 
able to them therein. 


Tus Undertaking, begun by a very few 
Perſons, has mightily ſpread it ſelf, not on- 
ly in Great-Britain, but in Foreign Parts. 
And the great Good which, by Gop's Bleſ. 
ſing, has been done by the ſaid Societies, 
has very much animated their Endeavours. 
They have likewiſe been encouraged by ſe- 
bw Royal Proclamations, Orders of Seſſi- 
int E 2 1225 ons, 
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ons, Preſentments of Grand-Juries in many 
Counties in Englaud; by the Lord-Mayors 
and Court of Aldermen of the City of Zon- 
don; by many Sermons of the Right Reve- 
rend the Biſhops, and other eminent Di- 
vines, preached to. the Societies, and pub- 
liſhed throughout the Kingdom; and by the 
Writings of other learned Men; as alſo by 


the ſolemn Approbation of a conſiderable 


Number of Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and the Honourable Judges of England and 
Ireland, and the Commiſſioners of ſeveral 
Proteſtant Churthe s 


Ir muſt be confeſſed, That Profaneneſs 


and Debauchery do very much abound, 


for want of a more general and hearty 
Concurrence in this Work of *Perſons of 


all Orders amongſt us, in Proportion to the 
Greatneſs of the Concern. 


Tux ſaid Societies have proſecuted, and 


been aſſiſting in Proſecuting, from the Firſt 


of December 1725, to the Firſt of Decem-' 
ber 1726, divers Sorts of Offenders ; viz. 
For Lewd and Diſorderly Practices, Keep- 
ing of Bawdy and Diſorderly Houſes, Exer- 


caſing their Trades or Ordinary Callings on 
the Lord's-Day,' Profans Swearing © and 


Curſmg, Drankenneſs, Common Gaming, and 
for Keeping Common Gaming-Honſes, 
| | 1213 In all 1 10 60. : f 77 4 +4 | ES, 


521. 


Fugs Total Number of Perſons proſorts 
ted by the Societies, in or near London only, 
for Ycbauc ber y and Prophaneneſs, for 35 
Years alt paſt, are calculated at about 92959. 


Tun ſaid Societies have. alſo been aſt- 
ant in Proſecuting, and bringing to Puniſn- 
ment, ſeveral SHdomitical Houſes, as well as 


divers Perſons for — and Sodomitical 
Prafices... 


Is: palate] Debanchery: had gone 
on ſpreading and increaſing among us for 
the laſt Thirty Tears, at that prodigious 
rate as they did for many Years before, we 
had aſſuredly been one of the moſt profli- - 
gate Nations in the World; which muſt 
probably have reduced us to a very miſe- 
rable Condition long before now; but by 
the Bleſſing of Gop upon the various En- 

deavours, - our Religious Societies of ſeve- 
ral Sorts, a great Check hath been given 
to the Prevalency of. the moſt ſcandalous 
Vices, and in many eee I Muble Re- 
formation has enſued. 


2 ugs therafare 7 Baye; a jult Zeal : 
for the Honour of Gop and Religion; who 
deſire to prevent the ſpreading of the Le- 
proſy of Sin; who are unwilling to have 


their Children, and other Relations, or their 


Friends and Servants, corrupted by ill Ex- 
unples and wicked Allurements: "Thoſe that 
fincerely 
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ſincerely wiſh well to thoſe excellent and 
hopeful Nurſeries of Piety and good Man- 


ners, the CHARITY-ScHoors ; and would be 


heartily grieved to ſec the Chriſtian Inſtru- 


ction and pious Education that Children re- 


cebeive therein, miſcarry, through prevailing 


open Temptations to Wiekedneſs, and a ge- 
neral Contempt of Religion: Thoſe, laſtly, 
who have any due Love to their Country, 
and would prevent a Natienal Guilt, and 
thereby keep off National Judgments,  can- 
not poſſibly, one would think, but heartily 


approve and aſſiſt this Uſeful Deſign for Sup- 
preſſin g Prophaneneſs and UT} bis 


Now, Whereas ſons have moſt malids; 
ouſly infinuated, 'That it is not Refor- 
mation which 1s intended, but the get- 
ting of Money from the Delinquents; ; 

| vs, by ſuch baſe and vile Reports have 
impoſed on ſome very well-meaning 
People: It is hereby declared to the 
World, 'That ſuch a Char 3 

| theſe Societies is abſolutely falſe. I 

is allowed, that there have been Ri 
baſe and wicked Perſons, (not engag'd, 

or in the leaſt concerned in the Socie- 
ties for Reformation of Manners) who 
have extorted Money from Offenders, 
and ſometimes from honeſt Men. But 
all ſuch Practices are utterly deteſted 
buy theſe Societies, (who, it is well 
-— known, oe" 1177 enquired after 
TEE ſuch 


„ RE 
fuch Perſons, and when diſcovered, 
have brought them to Puniſhment) nor 
do they know or believe, that any en- 
gaged in theſe Societies are chargeable 
"therewith. And to prevent, as much 
as is poſſible, all Suſpicion of a merce- 
nary Deſign or Principle in any that 
act in the Buſineſs of Reformation, the 
GkNTLEMEN concern d have all along 
recommended it, and indeed inſiſted 
upon it with thoſe of the Societies, 
who have given Informations againſt 
 Pice or Prophaneneſs, that they ſnould 
never receive that Part of the Penalty 
which the Law allows the Informer; 
and it has not come to their Know- 
ledge, that any one Perſon of thoſe 
Societies have acted other wife. Ho w- 
ever, if at any time hereafter it ſnould 
happen, that any Perfon or Perſons, 
concerned in any of the Societies for 
promoting a Reformation of Manners, 
- "ſhould be chargeable with any of the 
evil Practices before-mentioned, or 
even with taking the Reward which 
the Law allows them; it is humbly re- 
queſted of all that are heartily con- 
cerned for the Intereſt of Religion, that 
they will give them Notice thereof. 
N. B. The Perſons concerned in theſe Societies, 
conſine their Proſecutions to the Offences men- 
tion d in this Account. 
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Ax D far the RA reventing any Ob- 
jections from thoſe who, are too much diſ- 
poſed to raiſe them, Againſt this neceſlary 
Work; that there is more Regard had to 
the Puniſhment, than to the Ek of 
prophane and vicious Perſons ; it may not 
be improper to acquaint the World; That 
in Conjunction with the other pious and 
proper Methods of Inſtruction, Admonitjon, 
and Reproof, which are uſed by the Socie- 
ties to awaken Men to a Senſe of their 
Sins, and Concern for their Souls, the 
Number of large Books, and leſler. Diſs . 
courſes, that have been wrote by ſome of 
their own Members, or which they, have 
procured to be wrote and publiſhed by 
others, and have given away at their own 
Charge, in this and other Kingdoms, for 
the Furthering of the Reformation of this, 
and other Nations, and the particular Con- 
verſion of ſuch Offenders as they have 
brought to Puniſhment for their crying 
Enormities, are calculated at above Four 
Hundred 5d T welve T | 
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